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Abstract:
Researchers have stated that at least half of the fifty to sixty per cent of road fatalities that occur on two-lane rural roads take place on curves. Loss of control on curves have been identified as an important road safety issue among young British drivers; and in Iran curve negotiation is a matter of national concern. With confidence identified as a critical marker for safe and efficient driving, using a newly designed toolkit for the assessment of confidence, this talk offers critical exploration of level of confidence in driver behaviour in the driving task curve negotiation, examining patterns among British and Iranian drivers. After identifying relevant aspects of curve negotiation, research participants’ level of performance (using a driving simulator) and level of perception (using a questionnaire) are reviewed, measured and analysed. Then, through participants’ levels of performance and perception, participants’ level of confidence are calculated. Finally, a discussion of the level of confidence is presented, addressing some of the implications for traffic safety when considering age, gender and nationality.
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